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CERC Studies in Comparative Education 23 The end of the last millennium was marked by rapid
technological advances and deep changes in many
PE DAGOGY aspects of human activity, often taken together as in-
dicative of a shift info a ‘knowledge era’. Such changes
AND ICT USE have stimulated much discussion about the role and
processes of education, and about the role of informa-
sl e b Ly tion and communication technology (ICT) in teaching
and learning in this new era. Many policy documents
relating to these themes have been published by infer-
national and regional organizations such as the Euro-
pean Commission, the European Roundtable of Industri-
alists, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), UNESCO and the World Bank. Nu-
merous blueprints on education reform and on ICT in
education have also been set out by various govern-
ments since the mid-1990s. These policy initiatives
brought with them a variety of strategic implementation
priorities that differ from country to country, depending
on the socio-economic and political context. Such edu-
cational strategies may involve, amongst ofthers,
changes in curriculum and/or assessment at the system
level, provision for ICT infrastructure, teacher professional
@ Springer Campa;:;imﬁg:ﬂm:3;;a|r(§r:‘gentre development, and/or technical and pedagogical sup-
- port for teachers. Given the deep technological, eco-
nomic and policy changes that have taken place over
the last decade, are there indications that pedagogical practices are changing as wellg What im-
pact is the pedagogical use of ICT making in schools around the world2 What is the impact of the
implementation of these policies on pedagogy and ICT use in classrooms? These are the questions
that this book addresses through an analysis of the findings from SITES 2006, an international com-
parative study of pedagogy and ICT use conducted under the auspices of the International Associa-
tion for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA).
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