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This decade is important for educational research in China. The country now has the world's Highlights

largest higher education system. It produces more scientific journal publications than any otSSENel=I=eR =/ ERNEITe

country except USA. Meanwhile, Shanghai ranks first among 40 countries in the OECD's P Outline for Medium and
gramme for International Student Assessment. The next decade of reform calls for experi Long Term Education Re-
tation and innovation in education, as set out in the --- Outline of Medium and Long Term form (2010 -2020)
Strategic Reform in Education for 202020 Professor Cheng Kaming led three forums to CREC Research Forums
examine, critique, and discuss the Outlin and Data Workshops: s
rural education and the future of higher education. (1) Curriculum reform (2)
Multicultural education
and national integration(3)
Prof Pan Maoyuan honored Changing Academic Pro-
at the Forum by Professor fession
Cheng Kai -ming, Prof Lin CREC Projects: (1) Migrant
Jinhui and Prof Wang Yuk - Youth in Beijing (2)Rural
Shan Parent Involvement in

Schooling
People
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Demographic change means that school enrolments will shrink as China's colleges and uni
sities continue expand. Higher education is saddled with the task of producing the kind of tal
that will move the economy forward. This is especially true in South China where regional inSSa=SGAE LIS
gration increasingly means more cooperation in higher education between Guangdong and }  Emerging Perspectives
twin SARs of Hong Kong and Macau. (Dissertation Series)

China has the worl dodés second | argest ec o nESSRCRESERSEREll )
fewer independent thinkers than its competitors. As China loses its labor cost advantage, m: Society (Journal)

taining the countryds economic ascent wil
tion system. Generating new products and services will require universities to foster creative
thinking, in addition to carryingoutcuttirgd ge r esear ch. Chi nads [EGEEaVS n
expanded to widen student access, but the next step is to reform university governance and
ter align university teaching with the rapidly changing workpléemther major challenge is
the growing economic and educational disparities among diverse social groups and regions.

Senior Scholar Book Series

CREC has aligned its research program with these changes. Three research forums and thr
data workshops have taken place in the past year, each with support of encouragement fro
Tam Wah Ching, the HKU Strategic Research Theme in China Studies, and the Ford Found
tion/Beijing.

In 20102011, three noted China scholars joined the Management Committee: Dr. Peggy Ko
whose research on rural education in Gansu won her a GRF grant; Dr. Wang Dan, whose n¢
book on rural teachers in Sichuan is in production; and Dr. Yang Rui (assistant dean for cen
tres) who continues to lead the field in studies of China's higher education under globalizatia
These three scholars have ignited a fire of optimism about the CREC's future development.

Finally, CREC is adding a new book series to its list of books and journal publications. Book
proposals by senior scholars are now welcome for
Critical Studies in Chinese Education e

(Routledge Press).
]




+CREC Forums

CREC sponsored 3 forums on the Outline for Medium and Long Term Education Reform 2010 -
2020. The Outline is a result of broad public consultation that included members of CREC. Al-

though some of the public enthusiasm on the Mainland has faded, the educational problems con-

tinue to loom large. These include intense study pressure on school students, the fierce competi-

tion parents have to endure in getting their children admitted to good schools, the rapid rise in

school fees, and various forms of academic corruption in higher education. Among the key chal-

lenges are to improve the quality of teachers, maintain a balanced development across different

sections of the country, raise the standards of educational evaluation, improve the working condi-

tions of teachers, narrow social inequalities, improve the opportunities of migrant and left -behind

children, and reduce the bureaucratization that stifles academic creativity in universities. Discus-

sion of these issues continues unabated, especially about setting priorities, injecting a spirit of ex-
perimentation and innovation into the reform process, aligning all parts of the education system
(including pre -school, primary and secondary education, vocational schools and colleges, and uni-
versities) with civil society, the I abor market
focused on (1) a review of the Outline with implications for Hong Kong (2) rural education and the

role of Hong Kong NGOs (3) higher education reform.
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Mr. Kenneth Chen, JP, Under - Secretary of Education, speaking as dis-
cussants in a seminar about the National Outline held on 21 December

Prof. G.A. Postiglione, Dr. Dan Wang, Dr. Rui Yang , Dr. Peggy
2010 by Prof. Maoyuan Pan

Kong, Prof. Kai  -Ming Cheng , Prof. Lap -Chee Tsui at the March

\

>y * ' i N
: ‘AL |
“Ej"s e ~zm _

Prof. G.A. Postiglione, Mr. Kenneth Chen, JP, Prof. Maoyuan Pan , Prof. Yuk -Shan Wong , Prof. Kai -Ming Cheng
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CREC Research forums & data
workshops

Curriculum Reform in China: Theories, Implementation,

and Critiques

Curriculum experts and leading researchers in the field of Curriculum Studies from
the Chinese Mainland, Hong Kong, and Singapore gathered in Hong Kong on June
11, 2010 to present their latest research and engage in a dialogue on the theoretical
underpinning the curriculum reform, as well as on the problems and issues sur-
rounding the implementation process. The symposium attracted educational re-
searchers, policymakers, and educational NGOs in Hong Kong and the Chinese
Mainland. Based on this event, Dr. Wang Dan guest edited a collection of papers en-
titled: Connecting to the International Track: The New Curriculum Reform in China
(Chinese Education and Society , Vol.44, No. 4, 2011).
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Prof Xu Yuzhen
(Capital Normal
University), Prof.
Wang Dan (HKU),
Prof, Li Ling
(Southwest
University)

Multicultural education:
Integration, Adaptation and Resistance

CREC conducted a research workshop at the University of Hong

Kong in collaboration with La Trobe University in September

2011. The aim of the workshop was to complete a new book
manuscript for Hong Kong University press and to consider

how multicultural education for national integration can better

help di sadvantaged students fro
eas to improve their chances of academic success in secondary
school education, and access to higher education. Scholars
based in Australia, America, the Chinese Mainland and Hong

Kong China participated.
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Naran Bilik G. Postiglione



CREC Research forums & data
workshops

The first international survey of the academic profession, conducted in 1993 by the Carne-

gie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, included Hong Kong. The second interna-

tional survey includes China. The survey of 20 countries examines the nature and extent of

the changes experienced by the academic profession in recent years. This workshop focused

on the academic profession as a resource for Chin
different academic systems in Hong Kong and the Chinese Mainland, and especially the im-

plications for the attractiveness of the academic profession as a career and for the ability of

the academic community to contribute to the further development of knowledge societies

and the attainment of national goals.

Prof. Shen Hong, China Team Leader
Prof. Yan Fenggiao, Beijing University

A

Workshop participants: Dr. Peng Ping -chuan, Dr. Liu Jin, Dr. Zhang Zhen, Prof Zhang Li -fang, Prof Shen Hong, Prof. Postiglione, Prof Yan
Fenggiao, Dr. Bruce Macfarlane, Dr. Yang Rui, Dr. Li Hui, Dr. Chad Lykins, Dr. Peter Anatoly Oleksiyenko




+ CREC Projects

China today has about 250 million rural -

urban migrants, among which 30 million

are school -aged children. Despite their long
term residence in the cities, the household
registration ( hukou ) system restricts their
access to government  -funded compulsory
education and local high

Although recent policy allows them to at-
tend these public schools, there are still
many access difficulties. Most only attend
private substandard migrant schools and
would return to their home villages after
middle school (thus facing formidable chal-
lenges including the lack of caregivers and
curriculum difference). Most migrant
youths, however, choose to stay in the city
and take menial jobs. Entering the job mar-
ket prematurely with little or no vocational
skills leads to a cycle of intergenerational
poverty. This project address the educa-
tional, developmental and social problems
faced by migrant youths, and finds ways to
improve their education and employment
opportunities.

2. Research

Our project design is based on rigorous re-
search. We employ a reflective process of

Dr. Choi and migrant students during a closing

Ceremony on April 24,2010.

research -informed intervention action and
action -informed research, which improves
our knowledge for creating intervention
strategies and practices. Our goal is to de-
velop an evidence -based , actionable ,
sustainable ,and scalable intervention
model to serve migrant students and their

-school education.

families, which can be adopted by govern-
ment agencies and non - profit charity or-
ganizations.

Our research begins with need assessment,
followed by the design and implementation

of pilot intervention programs. The pro-
grams are then evaluated and refined in or-
der that we establish an evidence -based
intervention model.

Since 2007, our team has conducted both
gualitative and quantitative field research.
We surveyed more than 4,000 students
from 60 migrant middle schools. We also
conducted in -depth interviews with more
than 80 students and parents. The data
gathered provided thr evidence for the de-
sign and refinement of our pilot interven-
tion programs.

Besides need assessments and model de-
velopment projects, we also conducted two
studies on student attrition and reverse mi-
gration.

The Student Attrition Study investigated the
scale, timing and reasons for students who
move in and out of schools, including the
characteristics of students with high mobil-

ity.

The Returnees Study examined the adapta-
bility and opportunities available to a group
of Beijing migrant students who chose to
return to their Hebei hometown. Results of
the studies help to track for trajectory of
migrant students and document their edu-
cational pathways.

3. Intervention Programs

Our intervention programs provides the
conditions for the holistic development of
migrant youth. The programs are designed
to empower them through people, informa-
tion and financial resources.
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