
The paper reports on learner identity, behaviour and display in relation 
to the study of Italian and Japanese in Victorian schools. In many ways 
Italian is the exemplar of the community languages ideology and language 
planning in Australian education that had its origins in the 1970s. 
Japanese, on the other hand, is the exemplar of the Asia- accommodating

The paper explores language learning experiences by refugee and other 
non-English speaking immigrant children. Many are of African origin in 
working class inner urban schools in Melbourne whose present language 
offerings, reflect a sedimentation of past language planning. Using the 
words and behaviours of these students I explore notions of multiple 
selves, plural identity and cultural hybridity and their connection with 
prevailing assumptions about second language study. From a language 
planning perspective the paper problematises language categories, 
teacher practices and wider notions of acceptable language behaviours.
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strategies of the late 1980s and 1990s. 
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