
     

 
     Asian Higher Education Summit (26~27 June, 2014) 

   Venue: 11th Floor, Cheng Yu Tung Tower (CYUT) Centennial Campus 
 

                                  Thursday 26 June 

Time                             Event 

09:00- 

10:30 

Chair: Gerard Postiglione, HKU 
Opening: Jouko Sarvi, ADB 
Keynote: Daejoon Hwang, South Korea 
Sustainable Approaches to Higher Education Innovation: Issues and considerations 

10:30-11:00                          Tea Break 

11:00- 

12:00 

Round Table Discussions:  
Innovations in Higher Education: Interpretations and Practices 

This session is a round table free discussion. The purpose of the discussion is to see how the notion of 

INNOVATION is interpreted in different systems, and to briefly exchange some of the outstanding 

examples of INNOVATION in our respective systems. 

12:00-12:30            Visiting Library 3F and/or Learning Commons 

12:30-14:00                            Lunch 

14:00- 

15:30 

Lead-in: John Burns, Dean of Social Sciences, HKU  

Innovations in Student Learning 

Discussants: Jinghuan Shi; Phonephet Boupha 

A university is different from a research institute because it has students. What is traditionally known as   

“teaching” is still the core business of any higher education institution. However, society has changed 

and “teaching” has to be different. One major deviation from tradition is that in reality, higher education 

can no longer be seen as vocational training, or training for jobs. There is a shift in emphasis to students’ 

individual development, in order to prepare for a precarious future. Around the world and in Asia in 

particular, there is an emphasis on LEARNING, which moves beyond teaching. Higher education 

institutions have understood that learning is about experiences, and are now competing to expand their 

students’ learning experiences, to experiences outside classrooms, beyond campuses, beyond the urban 

cities and beyond national boundaries. 

 

The “lead-in” presentation will be delivered by Professor John Burns, Dean of Social Sciences of HKU. 

There are two schemes in the Faculty that institutionalizes student learning beyond the campus and 

beyond the national boundary. Professor Burns will introduce Social Innovation in particular, and will 



     

share with us the vision, the rationale and the implementation of the scheme. 

 

Discussions in this session will surround student learning in the broadest sense of the term, concentrating 

on experiences of innovations in this broad area. It is hoped that at the end of this session, we will be 

enlightened by the ideals as well as the practicalities of innovations in student learning. 

15:30-16:00                                Tea Break 

16:00- 

17:30 

Lead-in: Ann Kildahl, Sustainability Manager, HKU 
Sustainability in Higher Education 

Discussant: Chan Basaruddin;  

In recent decades, as government, private sector and civil society actors have awoken to the challenges of 

sustainability and climate change, academics and practitioners have driven the development of the 

emerging field of Sustainability in Higher Education. As documented in a rich and growing body of 

literature, the work has been encouraged through legislation and voluntary actions, which have included 

a wide range of individual and collective initiatives by higher education institutions around the world. 

Over a similar time frame, globalization, increased competition, growing interest in the development of 

world-class universities and other factors have driven increasing use of university rankings as a proxy for 

excellence in higher education.  

 

Today, as more universities become engaged in sustainability work, the use of rating and assessment 

frameworks is growing, much as we have already seen in the larger world of higher education and in 

international business.  Just as university ranking has elicited different responses among higher 

education stakeholders, the increasing use of “green” assessment frameworks poses new challenges for 

universities at different stages of the sustainability journey.  

 

The “lead-in” presentation will be delivered by Ann Kildahl, Sustainability Manager, HKU. As the 

university’s first full-time sustainability practitioner and a student of higher education, she has both 

researched and observed first-hand the many challenges associated with advancing this emerging field. 

Will the development of sustainability ratings and rankings prove to be a positive influence, raising 

awareness and driving more activity in this important area? Are global, one-size-fits-all rankings 

appropriate, given the complexity of sustainability issues and the diversity of higher education 

institutions? What kind of assessment frameworks would Summit participants consider useful, and how 

can the development of green ratings and rankings be influenced? 

Summer Institute participants engaged in a lively discussion about the ways in which universities are 

addressing sustainability issues and the challenges faced by universities of different kinds. Building on 

that exchange, this Summit session will further explore the development and use of sustainability 

assessment frameworks and their potential value for advancing universities’ efforts.  



    

 

Asian Higher Education Summit (26~27 June, 2014) 
Venue: 11th Floor, Cheng Yu Tung Tower (CYUT) Centennial Campus 

Friday 27 June 

Time                              Event 

9:00- 

10:30 

Chair: Phonephet Boupha 
Technologies as Innovations 

Lead-in: Hitendra Pillay, ADB Consultant 
Discussants: Chan Basaruddin;  

Innovations in information communication technology present opportunities for the 
Higher Education sector to enhance quality of programs, to provide client focussed 
delivery and support services, to increase access, and foster collaboration and 
knowledge innovation. Optimising these potential opportunities require open critical 
dialogue driven by evidence. The ubiquitous and life-long nature of human learning 
recognises there are different types of knowledge, learning experiences and learning 
space, each with their own peculiarities. Therefore it is important to consider ICT 
investments as integrated systems, relative to the HEIs resources and capacities. Given 
the plethora of innovations and claims made regarding IT innovations, understanding 
how ICT innovations may create value needs to be considered in light of the above. 
How do we know what works and what value each innovation adds to the mix of 
what we already have?  

The “lead-in” presentation will be delivered by Professor Pillay, a senior research 
professor at Queensland University of Technology, in Australia. His academic 
research has centered on both revisiting theoretical assumptions as well as exploring 
applications of such theorizing for professional practice and systems development to 
foster institutional and social transformations. He has undertaken national and 
regional level education sector projects, involving institutional systems efficiency, 
teacher quality and performance, ICT for education and Higher Education reform.   

10:30-11:00                           Tea Break 

11:00- 

12:30 

Chair: J. Tilak 
Institutional Advancement as Resources Creation 

Lead-in:    Bernadette Tsui, Director, DAAO1

Discussants: Richard Armour, Secretary-General, HKUGC 
 

Funding in higher education is ever an essential issue. On the one hand, few 
institutions could excel without government funding, appropriation or competitive 

                                                      
1 Development & Alumni Affairs Office 



    

 

grants. On the other, public funding has its limits. Value-for-money does not apply to 
experimental and venturing research activities, and tuitions could seldom cover 
learning beyond the formal curriculum. Mobilization of community resources is 
becoming a salient dimension of higher education development. Fundraising and 
higher education philanthropy emerge rapidly on the Asian horizon. How do we 
start? How INNOVATIONS matter in creation of new resources? 

The “lead-in” is from Bernadette Tsui, Director of the Development and Alumni 
Affairs Office, HKU. HKU raises an average of 800M HKD every year, and the last 
year hit a record of 2B. Ms Tsui will introduce how a particular fund-raising project, 
Endowed Professorship, started anew and herald a local culture. In this process, a 
Government Matching Fund also played a pivotal role for entire Hong Kong    

12:30-14:00                          Lunch 

14:00- 

15:30 

Chair: Simon Marginson 
Issues and Challenges to INNOVATIONS 

Lead-in: Morshidi Sirat 

Round Table Discussions 

Higher Education is almost always developed against odds. Innovations often 
have to go through financial, organizational, political or cultural barriers and 
overcome hurdles of all kinds. This session is to try to identify these issues and 
challenges, not so much to lament on the difficulties, but mainly to share 
experiences in tackling problems, and raise alerts of forthcoming challenges. 

In this session, after the “lead-in”, “country representatives” will be asked to 
speak first, then Resource Persons. The end result of the discussions in this 
session will form the basis for suggestions to be made in the next session. 

15:30- 16:00                         Tea Break 

16:00- 

17:30 

Closing: 
Chair: Kai-ming Cheng 

What’s next? 

Round Table Discussions 
- Representatives 
- Resource Persons 
- HKU Colleagues 
Summaries 
- Oleksandr Shtokvych 
- Jouko Sarvi 
- Gerard Postiglione 
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