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Morshidi earned his PhD from the University of Southampton, England and a MSc (Econs) from University College of Swansea, University of Wales. Morshidi is Professor, School of Humanities, Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang, Malaysia and now on secondment to the Ministry of Education Malaysia. 

Between April 2002 and Feb 2011 Morshidi was the Director of Institut Penyelidikan Pendidikan Tinggi Negara (National Higher Education Research Institute). Since 2002 Morshidi has focused his research on higher education policy research in Malaysia and Southeast Asia.  Morshidi has published several books, journal articles on topics on  higher education policy and he is also active in international collaborative research with organisations such as OECD/IMHE, the World Bank, UNESCO Bangkok, the ADB, SEAMEO-RIHED and International Institute for Educational Planning, Paris.  While directing the  National Higher Education Research Institute Morshidi has prepared many technical reports for the Ministry of Higher Education (now Higher Education Sector, Ministry of Education, Malaysia) on university  governance, university autonomy, international students recruitment, funding of higher education, graduate unemployment and  university leadership.
Morshidi  has served as Deputy Director-General, Department of Higher Education (Public Sector), Ministry of Higher Education, Malaysia. Morshidi  had a short stint serving as the 5th Vice Chancellor of Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS) and since 16 April 2013 as Director-General of Higher Education, Malaysia. 
Academic recognition

Member, Editorial Board, Springer Book series "Higher Education in Asia: Quality, Excellence and Governance". 

Member, Editorial Advisory Board "Higher Education  - The International Journal of Higher Education Research"

Member, Editorial Advisory Board "Studies in Higher Education" Journal

Member,  Editorial  Advisory Board "Higher Education Policy"

Member, Regional Editorial Advisory Board "Asian Education and Development Studies" Journal
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