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Robert Smith: Tycoon who just paid off
400 black students’ debt

@® 20 May 2019 f © ¥ [ < share

manRights

GETTY IMAGES

Robert Frederick Smith with his wife, former Playboy model Hope Dworaczyk

Four hundred college seniors in the US state of Georgia just received a
dream graduation present from billionaire investor Robert Frederick Smith:
he paid off their student loans. Who is this American philanthropist?

During his speech on Sunday morning to the historically black Morehouse College
in Atlanta, Mr Smith stunned the class of 2019 with his pledge to wipe out their debt,
thought to be worth up to $40m (£31m).

It was a rare foray into the limelight for a low profile tycoon who was virtually
unknown on the national stage until a few years ago.

Mr Smith, 56, is the founder of the private equity firm Vista Equity Partners and one
of the nation's most prominent African-American philanthropists.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-48339599
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Bloomberg

Technology

Hong Kong’s Richest Man Will Pay $14
Million for Mainland Tuition Fees

By Dave McCombs
June 19, 2019, 10:52 AM GMT+8

» Tycoon’s annual grant goes to university in his home province

» Foundation has invested more than $3.2 billion since 1980

Li Ka-shing Photographer: Anthony Kwan/Bloomberg % I |BS

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-06-19/li-ka-shing-stumps-
up-14-million-for-chinese-undergrad-tuition
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We advance education
to transform lives

and change the world.

© Bernadette Tsui



Changes.
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Choices.



1910s, Hong Kong
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Education: The Scholarship Cycle
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Raising Fame
Raising Friends

Raising Funds
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HKU has always relied on community support,
even before the first brick was laid...

As it was uncertain at the time as to whether the
University would ever be built,

the donation receipt of 1909 included

a clause that should the University fail to be
established, the donated amount would be
returned intact to the donor.

A donation receipt for the sum of $600,
dated 1909




Fundraising
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The Fundraising Pyramid

Target: 1 Million
$100,000 X 2 = 200,000
$40,000 X6 = 240,000
$30,000 X 12 = 360,000
$5,000 X 30 = 150,000

$1,000 X 50 = 50,000

© Bernadette Tsui



Donation Amount
VS

Participation Rate
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Circle of Influence-- “NETWORK”

* “Six Degrees of Separation”

Relatives
and friends

Team

Target Audience

Public

© Bernadette Tsui



BRANDING. REPUTATION. PROMOTION

Audit and Assess the organisation or project’s

prestige

image

credibility

trust
“partnership”
network and reach

Friend-raising, then Fund-raising

© Bernadette Tsui



The Main Building

Loke Yew Hall
built 1910

Exams, high tables, parties, ceremonies,
Graduations

Home of the first Faculties of Engineering and

Arts

Film locations and wedding photos...

© Bernadette Tsui
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHD__ viGRsM















The Grand Hall,
Lee Shau Kee Lecture Centre
built 2012

Ceremonies
Graduations
Lectures and Conferences

Concerts

© Bernadette Tsui
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Chi Wah Learning Commons
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Mass Transit Railway (MTR)









Drama group in the 1930s
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Bricks Wall
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« HKD 18,000 (USD2,300) fora4” X8” brick

- Max 20 characters per line and up to 3 lines

« HKD 38,000 (USD 4,870) for a 8” X 8” brick

- Max 20 characters per line and up to 6 lines



Home Brick Stories | Bricks Owners | Make Your Own Brick | Donation Form | FAQ

=1

The Enz\s s wall

Tbe}vic\(s WalL

nial Campus
ty of Hong Kong

Album | Map | Video | Collection of your replica brick

) more Storles > Lily Donor
Every Brick Tells a Story 4" x8"
(& HK$18,000

BEOIRISITPRAET, &7

Ir Tsang Chiu-kwan ¥ EBEF (BSc(Eng) 1970)
®PAMF. BUSBFA(L.

' Entering into the University in the late 1960s, when so few
b were accepted, was like a dream come true for me.

http:/ /www.daao.hku.hk /bricks/



http://www.daao.hku.hk/bricks/

Facts

Launched in March 2008; the Bricks Wall was completed and
opened in November 2013;

Raised approximately HK$32 million;
Raised support from 1,700 donors and friends;

Engraved inscriptions on 1,270+ bricks

67



Facts

90% donors are alumni, others are HKU supporters, staff and
corporations;

About 10% of alumni donors graduated in 1995 or after;
Over 60 alumni groups made contributions;

319 donors became new members of the HKU Foundation

68
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Bt B TO MR JOHN EYNON HERAETEERE
Bt e AN UNFORGETTABLE k85 K E Ty IR
IEL #HEHEL B4 R AT E B MENTOR & FRIEND DL TRUGET WIS DGR, EEHENEAKE
o e e LIFE & LOVE -
=¥ mERERELE
@Eﬁ}ﬁﬂl %ﬂ,&,ﬂ;ﬁ * REV ERIK KVAN
] B by B + MR JACK LOWCOCK
Y KEEFEER T  PRVICKLOOT .
BHEBA RERK A BIG THANK-YOU Bernadette Tsui
MFREBEELE TO HKU AND In Memory of
1 AR 1Y 7 UNIVERSITY HALL DR JOHN R CHOA
R T Ik B E A FROM who loved serving
BRNL ~ CHAN CHO CHAK JOHN his Alma Mater
Sy HKU alumni TR MR A
BHE TEE o BA(HONS) 1964 BT, BEE
Belilios Public Sch. TEBENTE N\
My Dearest Phylhs, Once a Riccian

Thx for being my
wife. John Man

Always a Riccian
Riccians 1965 - 70

TO MY FAMILY
CHAN MEI FONG,IVY
LAM KA YAN,MONIQUE &
LAM KA CHUN,DAVID
LAM KWOK WING
BSocSc 1976

Wishing HKU every
success !
Rusy & Purviz SHROFF

v A AR i
(—/\t A L)

Zy o BT ar

I 80 7 (B 4E
R SRS -3 % &
HT 36y 26 A HE 2 R A

In fond memory
and appreciation
of our Mom and Dad
Mr & Mrs LAI Li-ying
for their investment
in our education
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A NEW BABY GIRL!
CHARMAINE IP
BORN 2008
FRANCIS IP
AND
CAROL KWOK
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My Dearest Phyllis,
Thx for being my
wife. John Man



Once a Riccian
Always a Riccian
Riccians 1965-70



THEY TAUGHT ME DRAMA,
LIFE & LOVE -
- REV ERIK KVAN
- MR JACK LOWCOCK
« DR VICKI OOI
Bernadette Tsui



A BIG THANK-YOU
TO HKU AND
UNIVERSITY HALL
FROM
CHAN CHO CHAK JOHN
BA(HONS) 1964
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TO MY FAMILY
CHAN MEI FONG,IVY
LAM KA
YAN,MONIQUE &
LAM KA
CHUN,DAVID
LAM KWOK WING
BSocSc 1976
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In fond memory
and appreciation
of our Mom and Dad
Mr & Mrs LAI Li-ying
for their investment
In our education
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In Memory of
DR JOHN R CHOA
who loved serving

his Alma Mater
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S1 monumentum requiris circumspice
- Latin

“If you would seek my monument,
look around you.”

- Sir Christopher Wren epitaph
St. Paul's Cathedral in London

© Bernadette Tsui



Changes.
Challenges.
Choices.



Thank You

bernadette.tsui@hku.hk
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