Course Description
MEDDG6095 Addressing the Global-Local Nexus in Education

Course description

No society, nation, or civilisation exist in isolation today. As Roland Robertson’s concept of ‘glocalization’
indicates, there has been a mutual interpenetration of the global and the local and of the universal and the particular.
Global connections have put local societies in direct contact, and the global dimension has been increasingly
formative, especially in communications, research and knowledge flows, in constituting a field of comparison and
imitation/innovation, and in the crosshorder mobility of persons. Meanwhile, cultures and civilisations affect the
content of globalisation. The intermingling of cultures and civilisations is itself constitutive of difference and
diversity within the global. Borrowing and reinterpreting a variety of theories on the complex links between the
local, the regional, and the global, this course will help students develop their understandings of education
phenomena and practices at various levels.

As we enter into the twentieth-first century, it has become abundantly clear that efforts to improve education cannot
ignore educational traditions and cultures. However, contemporary comparative and global studies of education
reforms have been overwhelmed by the powerful influence of economic and political realities, often failing to trace
current phenomena and practice to their historical and cultural roots. A cultural perspective that gives weight to the
impact of traditional thinking modes on contemporary development is much needed. Through a process of ‘social
reflexiveness’ all societies change through a process of reflexive emulation of others. The engine of change,
however, remains primarily endogenous and temporally conceived. It is therefore necessary to go beyond
Robertson’s approach that tends to internalise the processes and to downplay conflictual aspects to understand
globalisation in voluntaristic terms by which various locals in both the West and the non-West reflexively change
vis-a-vis their contact with others.

This course will stress the entanglement and dynamics between the various levels in the education space, underline
the formative power of the global dimension in education through exploring different aspects of global activity, and
reclaim the significance of the local in the global age by getting into the core of local cultures and traditions.
Drawing on local educational wisdoms, experiences, and phenomena as a source of learning, this course will
introduce students to an understanding of education that is conscious of local places to enable them to be inducted
into the knowledge and patterns of behaviour associated with responsible community engagement. Special attention
will be paid to higher education considering that the global/local dynamics are most salient in higher education,
especially at research-intensive universities.

Coursework / Examination ratio: 100 % Coursework, 0 % Examination

Course objectives

Please refer to the course description above

Course learning outcomes

1. Define and develop a theoretical framework of globalisation specially from a cross-cultural perspective

2. ldentify the implications of globalisation for education at the local, regional, and global levels

3. Develop a deeper understanding of how education can be used as a tool to promote global social justice and
prosperity

4. ldentify major features of the cultural roots of local education from global comparative Perspective

5. Develop a stronger sense of belonging establishing the relationship between global processes and local
experiences

6. Recognise the importance of education and the role of individuals in making sense of global society in which
people are living

Course assessment methods




Assessment Type of assessment (e.g. description of Weighting (%) Allgn?d course
method assignment) learning outcome(s)
Group Presentation | Group 30

Class participation Individual 30

and discussion

Essay Individual 40

Course content and topics

e Scales in education: Imagining the education space

o Globalisation of education: Historical roots and future directions

¢ Global connections: International student mobility

e The global research system and local knowledge

o Issues of culture in learning, governing and policy-making/borrowing

e Seeking cultural roots: Non-Western educational traditions

¢ Rise of localism: Indigenisation movement and cultural self-awareness

e Clash or dialogue of civilisations?: Implications for comparative and global studies of education and
development
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Other additional course information

Note that this course will pay much attention to relevant conceptual discussions, with reference to educational
phenomena and practices.
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