Course Description
MEDDG6098 Critical Issues in Educational Reform

Course description

This module examines different themes, contexts, and theories regarding educational ‘reform’ from an international
comparative and historical perspective. The course begins with an exploration of the concepts of policy and reform,
aligned with their emergence vis a vis the development of schooling and education. This will be associated to what
knowledge is, and what knowledge is taught and where and how it is taught.

The main idea is to underline that knowledge is not a taken for granted matter, but rather an interpreted and constructed
phenomenon. From here, a discussion on knowledge as a public and private good emerges to better articulate the
discussion on globalization, privatization and choice. Matters that have been at the forefront of educational policy and
reform in the past two decades. This sets us the foundations to discuss policy design and implementation, and the role
of the agents in both processes. Issues of educational quality, equity, efficiency, accountability, and planning will be
discussed. Finally, an example of a successful reforms will be discussed to better illustrate what was achieved but also
the fragilities, constrains and events related to a considered “successful policy”.

Coursework / Examination ratio: _ 100 9% Coursework, 0 % Examination

Course objectives

Please refer to the course description above.

Course learning outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

- Unpack the discourses of educational reform policy and discourse

- Identify, and critique key policy reforms and their impacts at the global and national level

- Identify themes, trajectories and tensions in the design and implementation of reforms

- Assess the pitfalls of evaluations based solely on metrics and those based on no metric Structure

Course assessment methods

Assessment method Type .of _assessmel."nt (e.0. Weighting (%) Aligned course learning
description of assignment) outcome(s)

Individual discussion on Moodle | Individual 20

Project — design a policy Individual/ group 50

Debate Individual/ group 30

Course content and topics

What does one mean by policy? Why reform? Their relation to key issues in education
What knowledge to teach...and how can it condition policymaking

Education as a good: globalization, state and privatization

Policy Design: the relevance of actors

Policy influence: the role of international organizations

Why is reform design from Mars and reform implementation from Venus?

The assessment eulogy: can you assess policy success with metrics?

A case of a successful reform: what makes it a success?
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Other additional course information

Nil




