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Course Description 

MEDD8909 Use of Assessment for Learning to Develop Critical Thinking of Secondary Students 

 

Course description 

Though critical thinking is an important objective in education worldwide and a wide variety of learning and 

teaching approaches of developing critical thinking have been suggested in rich academic publications, learning 

designs and assessment tasks which effectively and systematically develop critical thinking are generally limited in 

secondary schools. By discussing various strategies of assessment for learning as well as reviewing the strengths 

and weaknesses of current research issues in the field of critical thinking, the course aims to develop an 

understanding in the principles and strategies to create learning design and assessment task for developing and 

assessing critical thinking of secondary students more effectively and systematically.  The course will be suitable 

for secondary teachers or educators who have an interest to develop an understanding of creating and evaluating 

learning design for developing critical thinking for Grade 7-12 students. The related assessment literacy and 

practices are discussed in the course, especially those of assessment for learning. 

Coursework / Examination ratio:   100   % Coursework,    0    % Examination 

Course objectives 

By the end of this course, students should:    

• have a general understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of a) the current research issues in the field of 

critical thinking and b) the suggestions on learning design for developing critical thinking in order to synthesize 

the points should be paid attention to when creating the related learning design; 

• understand the principles and strategies to create learning design and assessment task for developing and 

assessing critical thinking of students more effectively and systematically, especially those of assessment for 

learning; and 

• practise and extend their knowledge and teaching skills (e.g. develop their ability to evaluate learning design 

for developing critical thinking by applying the principles and strategies learnt, especially those of assessment 

for learning). 

Course learning outcomes 
Aligned programme learning 

outcomes (PLOs) 

1. Review on research articles about critical thinking to understand current 

research issues of this field to learn the points should be paid attention to while 

creating learning design and assessment task for developing and assessing 

critical thinking of students. 

PLOs 1, 2 

2. Create learning design and assessment task for developing and assessing 

critical thinking of students more effectively and systematically by applying 

the principles and strategies learnt, especially those of assessment for learning 

PLOs 3, 5 

3. Practise and extend their knowledge and teaching skills (e.g. develop their 

ability to implement and evaluate learning design and assessment task for 

developing and assessing critical thinking by applying the principles and 

strategies learnt, especially those of assessment for learning) 

PLOs 3, 5 

Course assessment methods 

Assessment method 
Type of assessment (e.g. 

description of assignment)  
Weighting (%) 

Aligned course 

learning outcome(s) 

Presentation Group 40 CLOs 2, 3 

Paper on learning design 

developing and assessing 

critical thinking    

Individual 50 CLOs 1, 2, 3 

In-class and out-of-class 

participation 

Group/ Individual  10 CLOs 1, 2, 3, 4 

Course content and topics 
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Introduction to the course, critical thinking, assessment for learning and inquiry-based learning 

Difficulties and insights of creating learning design for developing and assessing critical thinking of students 

Use of rubric in assessment for learning 

Principles and strategies of assessment for learning (I) 

Principles and strategies of assessment for learning (II) 

Learning designs of using assessment for learning to develop and assess critical thinking of students as well as 

preparation for group presentations 

Assessment literacy of teachers and its impact on teaching critical thinking 

Course conclusion and group presentation of learning design for developing and assessing critical thinking of 

students 
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Other additional course information 

 

Nil 

 

 


